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Hollinhey’s Writing Policy 
Introduction

This policy outlines the purpose and management of Writing taught and learned in Hollinhey Primary School.  Writing forms part of English which is a core subject within the National Curriculum.

Aims

· To allow children to develop a love of writing and feel a sense of writing for purpose 
· For each child to see themselves as a confident and successful writer and to achieve the level of writing of which they are capable
· To develop their ability to write fluently and with an understanding of the reader in a wide range of genres
· To provide good quality reading texts to inspire and stimulate children’s writing
· To model good writing practices and strategies

· To regard writing as an additional means of communication 

· For writing to be seen as an essential life skill
Continuity and Progression

We aim to build upon and foster knowledge of the written word which children bring with them when they start school.  We understand that children are individuals and therefore their ability as writers can vary enormously within year groups.  We will take into account childrens’ prior skills and experience in order to ensure continuity and progression in both Key Stages.  
Teaching and Learning
Children have a daily English lesson. Teachers plan for this using the objectives and teaching sequence in the National Curriculum. Teachers plan half termly topic overviews where Literacy genres are linked to the topics and cross curricular learning. We plan around carefully chosen high quality texts and cover major genres within our English sessions and some genres within our foundation subjects. Grammar and punctuation skills are identified for each major genre and are taught where possible through the high quality texts.

The Foundation Stage 
Writing forms a central part of the Communication, Language and Literacy curriculum. We believe the foundation for writing is built on children’s oral work and children are encouraged to express their ideas at every opportunity throughout each of the Early Learning Goals. There are opportunities for children to develop their talk in every lesson. 
Guided writing is planned and taught on a daily basis and daily phonics lesson are taught to aid the development of spelling.
A wide range of writing materials are always available to children in the classroom and a specific role play area which complements the termly topic is used to provide a real purpose for children’s early writing. 
Key Stage One

We ensure a variety of writing opportunities are available for children and that activities are purposeful and linked to other curriculum areas which provide contexts for children to apply their skills. 

A range of techniques are used to teach writing. Teachers plan for modelled writing activities (using the teacher as a model and a scribe for the pupils’ ideas), guided writing groups (allowing staff to focus on particular objectives with different ability groups), and writing frameworks which provide structure for the children as they begin to write in a variety of genres as well as opportunities for independent writing.
In key stage 1 some of Talk for Writing models and strategies are followed. Children are encouraged to use ‘Purple Polishing Pens’ to edit their own work.
Key Stage Two - 

In Key Stage 2 we follow the IPEELL writing scheme which is a writing process that encourages students to plan, draft, edit, and revise their writing.  
Other strategies should include:
· Encourage children to record their ideas in a variety of different ways which suit purpose and audience
· Encouraging children to be proof readers of their own and other’s work
· Provide time in which children can write independently, with a partner or in a group.
· Allow children time to share their writing with others be it a partner from the same class, another child in the school or someone from outside the school

· Provide opportunities for the children to record their work using ICT

· Allow children opportunities to produce work for a display 

· Children are encouraged to use ‘Purple Polishing Pens’ to edit their own work.
Spelling 

In key-stage one and The Foundation Stage children are involved in a daily phonics lesson to aid the development of spelling. 

In years 2-6 we follow the ‘No Nonsense Spelling’ scheme. The children have spelling journals where they complete spelling tasks. 
Talk for writing 
The Pie Corbett Talk for Writing and Storytelling techniques are sometimes used throughout the school as a model with which to teach some elements writing. The principle of being able to speak their writing before writing it, is embedded through both fiction and non-fiction writing and involves techniques such as story maps, boxing up ideas into paragraphs as well as grammar games to develop vocabulary. 
The learning Environment 

Working walls are also used in each classroom as prompts and reminders to stimulate children’s writing. Examples of children’s writing should be displayed and there should be opportunities for writing through different curriculum areas.
Assessment and Recording 

Teachers provide feedback to pupils on a daily basis, either in written or verbal form. This feedback focuses on how the learning objective/success criteria have been achieved and the next steps (see Marking Policy).
A tracking system is used to track pupil progress in writing. This is used to inform annual reporting to parents and to ensure continuity and progression across classes. End of Key Stage SPaG and writing assessments are completed in year 2 and year 6.
Internal writing moderation with the literacy lead and external moderation with the our ‘Partner Schools’ are planned for to monitor teacher assessments. Outcomes of these moderations are reported back to the school. Pupil progress meetings are held every term and pupil progress is discussed and writing interventions implemented when necessary.

Differentiation
In teaching writing, provision will be made to ensure the specific needs of all children are met.

Resources

We make use of the Cheshire library service – both for fiction and non fiction.  We have access to a range of exciting stimulus through the internet and Literacy Shed. 
Information and Communication Technology
ICT will be used to support the teaching and learning in writing by:
· The use of interactive teaching tools delivered via the interactive whiteboard or individual computers

· Sharing texts through the interactive board

· The presentation of children’s own work to contribute to displays or resources for writing
· Assisting with the teaching and development of phonics

· Providing another source of information for writing e.g. copying and pasting relevant information from the internet
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