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Aims 

The National Curriculum for Art & Design aims to ensure that all children: 

 produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences 

 become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and design techniques 

 evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and design 

 know about great artists, craft makers and designers, and understand the historical and cultural 

development of their art forms. 

 

Intent:  At Hollinhey, our Art & Design curriculum allows children to express their creativity and 

individuality.  It is also designed to enthuse, stimulate, delight and encourage pupils’ love of art and 

design. It is our intention to teach Art & Design in alignment with our core values: 

 

Honesty – Evaluating our own and others’ artwork. 

Effort – Ensuring all children try their best in developing their artistic skills and knowledge. 

Achievement – Gaining a sense of success and achievement by learning and developing new art 

skills. 

Respect – Being a respectful art critic; demonstrating respect for the role art may play in a 

person’s life. 

Tolerance – Accepting the validity and importance of all types of art. 

 

Implementation:  We provide enriching opportunities throughout the school, embedded across the 

curriculum, to develop skills and knowledge of drawing, painting, printing, textiles and collage, as 

well as three-dimensional work. Staff plan and deliver lessons involving the research, 

experimentation, design, making and evaluating of artwork. Pupils are encouraged to explore and 

develop ideas through evaluating their responses to their own and others’ artwork and techniques. 

Children will be provided with the opportunity to develop and record their own ideas within their 

own sketchbook. The sketchbook provides a learning journal to show progress and inform the 

child’s future work. Teachers are also able to use these documents as an evidence base for 

assessments.   

 

At Hollinhey, we have developed our own Curriculum Progression in Art & Design document, which 

provides each teacher with year group end points. These are grouped into three different themes in 



each year from Y1 – Y6, alternating between either study of collage, painting and printing, or 

drawing, textiles and 3-D work. This ensures full, progressive coverage of the themes of colour, 

texture, tone, form and space, line and shape and pattern, as well as providing the children with 

opportunities to develop, experiment with and explore a wide range of media, tools, skills and 

knowledge. The document allows teachers to build upon the prior knowledge and skills of their 

pupils, whilst also making links with other cross-curricular topics, where possible. To ensure a wide 

variety of stimuli and a diverse range of artists, designers, craftspeople and art movements, past 

and present, are studied throughout pupils’ Hollinhey journey, key movements and individuals of 

study have been identified in each year group. A range of different stimuli will be used as starting 

points for the development of art work, including music, real-life events, stories, poetry, the 

children’s imagination and the work of other artists. The latter could involve visiting galleries (at 

least once during KS2) and museums or meeting people involved in Art & Design when visiting the 

school.  

 

As part of our unique annual celebration of the work and life of wildlife artist Charles Tunnicliffe (who 

once lived in the local area), Hollinhey celebrates the observational work of every pupil by holding 

the Tunnicliffe Art Competition. Each pupil’s competition entry is displayed in the hall during the 

weeks around the Tunnicliffe performance. In addition, a surviving member of the Tunnicliffe family 

or local art expert are invited in to school to judge the winners. First, second and third prizes are 

awarded to KS1, LKS2 and UKS2 pupils. The Tunnicliffe Art Competition provides an exciting 

opportunity for every pupil to celebrate their own and others’ art work and is always eagerly 

anticipated by pupils, staff and parents. 

 

Art & Design in the Foundation Stage is an integral part of the topic work covered during the year. 

Please see the EYFS policy and the Curriculum Progression in Art & Design document. 

 

      Staff model and teach how to use art resources safely and appropriately, in accordance with the 

Hollinhey Health and Safety Policy. Protective aprons/shirts are provided for practical tasks, 

particularly when using resources which may involve colour transfer to pupils’ clothing. Children will 

be shown how to collect, clean and store equipment safely.  Should any accidents occur whilst using 

art equipment, first aid treatment will be administered in accordance with our First Aid Policy.  

 



Impact:  The integral nature of art enables children at Hollinhey to gain new levels of achievement, 

self-confidence, interaction with and awareness of others and self-reflection.  We strive to create a 

supportive and collaborative ethos for learning about Art and Design, by providing investigative and 

enquiry-based learning opportunities. Art at Hollinhey also enables our pupils to develop a deeper 

sense of culture and history both in themselves and in others from across the world.  Children 

experience art in different ways; as critics and creators, both on an experiential and emotional 

level. Their progression as learners is evidenced in a range of ways, including pupil voice, their final 

pieces (often celebrated on display) and sketchbooks. As a consequence of their journey at 

Hollinhey, children will be equipped with the skills and knowledge that will enable them to be ready 

for the curriculum at Key Stage 3 and for life as a capable citizen in the wider world. 

 

Children’s standards and achievements in art and design are assessed in line with Hollinhey’s 

Assessment Policy and via the use of the school tracking system. Assessment in art for years 1-6 will 

be by evaluating examples of children’s work throughout their time at Hollinhey and looking at their 

continued development in art. Alongside the success of their final pieces of art work, each child’s 

sketchbook will form a valuable source from which to assess their art and design skills and knowledge.  

Children’s standards and achievements in art in the Foundation Stage are assessed in line with the 

Hollinhey’s Foundation Stage Policy. Assessment in Foundation Stage includes both on-going 

assessment and marking of children’s work as noted above but at an age appropriate level. The 

Foundation Stage Profile is used to assess children throughout and at the end of the academic year. 

Assessments are used diagnostically by teachers to evaluate learning and inform teaching and by 

teachers and senior leaders within the Accountability Process to evaluate individual and groups of 

children’s standards and achievements and provision and to inform future provision and school 

development.  Assessment in art will be about personal progress and development of skills involved 

rather than how good a piece of work is. Children cannot be assessed by their ability to produce great 

art works (we are not all great artists). Art assessment will focus on what individual children have 

achieved.  

 

Adaptation and SEN (please refer also to Hollinhey’s SEN Policy) 

Inclusion is about every child having educational needs that are special and the school meeting these 

diverse needs in order to ensure the active participation and progress of all children in their learning. 



Successful inclusive provision at Hollinhey is seen as the responsibility of the whole school 

community, permeating all aspects of school life and applicable to all our pupils. It is in this way that 

we will turn the rhetoric into reality.  At Hollinhey, our inclusive practice in art enables all children to 

achieve their best possible standard; whatever their ability, and irrespective of gender, ethnic, social 

or cultural background, home language or any other aspect that could affect their participation in, or 

progress in their learning. All pupils have equal access to art and all members of staff follow the Equal 

Opportunities Policy.  

 

Extra Opportunities 

      In addition to the annual Tunnicliffe Art Competition and a visit to an art gallery during KS2, after 

school Art clubs are often provided in both KS1 and KS2 at some point during the academic year, to 

encourage children to develop their art skills and help them to improve their fine motor control. 

 

      Roles & Responsibilities 

Art & Design is led by one member of staff and a governor.  The subject leader is expected to: 

• Ensure that the subject is regularly discussed, reviewed and monitored within the school 

• Keep resources up-to-date and relevant, particularly in preparation for each unit of work.  

• Set a good example of Art & Design practice and promote this throughout the school.  

• Support long term planning for the whole school. 

• Monitor and evaluate Art & Design through the school.  

• Effective use of Continued Professional Development (CPD).  

• Lead or organise school-based training. 

• Liaise with other primary and secondary schools.  

• Promote Art & Design’s high profile in the school. 

 

 

When the policy will be reviewed 

October 2025 

 

 

 

 



Appendix – Progression Document 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


